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2008 4 1

iiaiaasaaaan

17

20

My name is Noriyuki Suzuki, and from April 1%, 2008, 1 will be working as the Director of the International Student Center.

My specialty is Global Sociology, Southeast Asian Studies, and in particular, | am researching the effect that globalization has had
on Thailand’s development and the influence of Japan culture, or the “Japanization” caused by development. Also, | am the
Director of the Institute of Asian Studies at the Faculty of Law and Letters.

In my 17 years at University of the Ryukyus, | have had exchange students from various Asian countries, including Thailand, the
Philippines, Malaysia, and Taiwan. | have also sent Japanese students to Asian countries, including Thailand and China.
Currently, there are 6 International Students in my research center (1 Doctoral course, 4 Master’s course, and 1 short term exchange
program).

20 years ago, | myself too studied abroad at Chulalongkorn University in Thailand. | was very busy everyday doing research for
my doctoral thesis, but being surrounded by the culture and people of Thailand made for many enjoyable days. | hope all of the
International Students will meet many people during your stay here at University of the Ryukyus, and that you all greatly enjoy the

culture of Japan and Okinawa.
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Message from Professor leaving the International Student Center & Office

Message from Masaaki Yasuda, Director, International Student Center
2008 2008




From April, 2006, until March 2008, | served as the Director of the International Student Center. During that time, | deeply
appreciate all of the very enjoyable times | was able to have with the International Students. I experienced the wonderful exchange
of culture, understanding, and commonality of culture. If everyone can cooperate and show interest in the various countries’
language, history, culture, nature, customs, and religions, the world will become a better place to live in. I remember fun
International Student Festivals. Also, the Japanese Researcher Intensive Japanese Course final presentations, the Japanese Language
and Culture presentations, the Speech Contests and the presentations of research were all truly beautiful. I wish you all good health,

and | ask you all to face your dreams and do you best to achieve them.

The International Students Center’s homepage has changed!
http://www.r-center.u-ryukyu.ac.jp/index.htm

Career Development Program for Foreign Students from Asia
2007 11
2008 7

In the fall of 2007, the Ministry of Economy, Trade, and Industry’s Asian Human Resource Fund Program began, with the first
term’s classes in Business Training, Business Japanese Training, and Internships starting in November.  The program’s 2™ term is
planned to start in July, 2008, and now we are accepting applications. If you meet the all of the program requirements, please feel
free to apply. For more detailed information and program requirements, please visit the International Student Center’s homepage.

2007

With the start of the Ministry of Economy, Trade, and Industry’s Asian Human

Resource Fund Program in the fall of 2007, 5 new members joined the staff at the

International Student Center. Please feel free to stop by and meet the new faces!

Akemi Motomura  Chisako Mizuno  Jouji Ochama  Masami Sunagawa  Keiko Ganaha

EVENT

General Education Japanese Language and Culture Program
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Naha City Johoku Elementary School visit report
Japanese 111 and Japanese IV classes, at the request of Naha City Johoku Elementary
School, visited there on December 18", Leaving the university at 8:30, they arrived at the
elementary school before 9 am, and the exchange program started at 9. The International Students split into 2 groups, with 10
students joining the 6™ graders, and 14 joining the 4™ graders. Over 4 hours, the students rotated through different classes. After

that, the International Students joined classes from 1% to 6" grade individually, and enjoyed lunch together with the students.




Ink Painting Class

The Japanese 11 and Japanese 111 classes on February 15" and 18" experienced the art of ink painting of landscapes with Ms. Junko

Kawakami, who was invited from Nara.

The class first received a simple explanation about the history of ink painting. After that, the students ,;
studied the technique of ink painting, and then, while watching the teacher’s model, actually tried o
drawing themselves. While it was the first time trying ink painting for the students, they drew very well. ?,;33.

Intensive Japanese Course

URSEP 2007 12 12

University of the Ryukyus Affiliated Elementary School Exchange
Members of the Intensive Japanese Course for Researchers, the Japanese Language and Culture Course, and the Short Term
Exchange Program (URSEP) participated in an exchange with the students of the University of the Ryukyus Affiliated Elementary
School on December 12", 2007. Participants were from Taiwan, China, Indonesia, Thailand, South Korea, Micronesia, Papua New
Guinea, France, Myanmar, Mongolia, Laos, Russia, Tunisia and Bhutan.

The goal of the exchange this time for the elementary students was to deepen their understanding of international ideas through
their participation in exchange with foreign cultures. Additionally, the student’s use of English during the activities raised their level
of interest in English Communication. The day’s events were also a good opportunity for the International Students to practice
Japanese. With both the elementary school students and the International Students enjoying such exchange programs so much, we
will, by all means, continue these programs in the future.
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Nishizaki School for Students with Disabilities Visit : - o~
Members of the Indonesian Student Club visited the Nishizaki School for students with disabilities on February 15" 2008, and
had an exchange program with the school’s moderately disabled classes. At the start, both groups were nervous, but began to relax
as they played games. As the Indonesian Student Club performed an Indoesian Dance, the students could be heard requesting “we
want to learn it!”, so everyone enjoyed dancing together. As the International Students were leaving on their bus, the students saw

them off at the gate of the school, and continued waving goodbye as long as they could be seen.

Field trip for international students

2007 12 13 15 40

From December 13" through the 15", 40 exchange students took part in a 3 day/2 night field trip to Kyoto, where they visited Nijo
Castle and Arashiyama, and were also able to experience the delight of the beautiful fall colors there. In Nara, students visited
Todaiji, and were also able to play with the deer in Nara Park. Students also experienced a trip to a Japanese Hot Spring, complete
with traditional clothing (Yukata) and a traditional Japanese banquet.  This time, the students were able to see snow on Mt. Hiei,
making everyone very happy.

Japanese Speech Contest
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February 8" and 9", 2008 marked the 19" Annual Exchange Student Japanese Speech Contest. The 62 entrants, all exchange
students studying Japanese, spoke on a variety of topics, including Okinawan culture, their thought and impressions of Japanese
society, and their study abroad experience, among other things. Additionally, calligraphy, ink drawing, and Kanji art were displayed

in the lobby of the event.




25" Annual Japanese Language Debate Tournament for Foreigners
2008 23
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On February 23", 7 International Students from the University of the Ryukyus were selected on the basis of their
submitted documents to participate in the Okinawa Prefecture sponsored Debate Tournament for Foreigners. The total
number of participants was 12. Because of the participants strong and impassioned speeches, participants from our school
received 4 of the 5 available prizes, including the top prize. We would like to thank everyone for their warm support.

2008 Spring Semester; Japanese Language Programs

Japanese Language and Culture Program

The Japanese Language and Culture Program consists of general education courses which are offered by the University Education Center and special

courses which are offered by the Faculty of Law and Letters.  All are credit-bearing courses.

Eligible Students:  Auditors, special auditors, undergraduate students (except Japanese students)

Period April 14 (Mon.) ~August 11 (Mon.)

Courses: Beginning, intermediate, & advanced Japanese; Other subjects include Japanese Culture A,& Japanese Culture B(Okinawan Culture)
Coordinators KINJO, Naomi  knao@IlL.u-ryukyu.ac.jp , kensaku@lab.u-ryukyu.ac.jp
AZUMA, a¥Yaurac@t wsbkywu. ac. jp
YAMAMOTO y¥$as@ldapa kyu. ac. jp
KINJO, Katsuya Law&L etters: kinkats@I1.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

Japanese for Undergraduate Students

The Faculty of Law and Letters offers Japanese courses for undergraduate students (Japanese culture & international affairs courses).

All are credit-bearing courses.

Eligible Students:  Auditors, special auditors, undergraduate students (except Japanese students)

Period April 14 (Mon.) ~August 11 (Mon.)
Courses Advanced Level
Coordinators KINJO, Naomi  knao@II.u-ryukyu.ac.jp KINJO, Katsuya Law&Letters: kinkats@Il.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

Intensive Japanese Course (Preparatory Japanese program for graduate students)

This is a half-year intensive Japanese program designed mainly for Japanese government scholarship students, such as research students who will
conduct research in a graduate school after this program and teacher-training students. When there are fewer students than the capacity,

privately-funded research and graduate students are allowed to participate in the program.  Classes offered in this program are for non-credit.



Eligible Students: Japanese Government Scholarship students (research students, teacher-training students); other research and graduate students

Period April 14 (Mon.) ~August 11 (Mon.)
Level Beginner
Class Schedule Monday through Friday, periods 1 ~ 4
Coordinator SAKAI Ayaka ayaka@lab.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

International Student Affairs Section (ryryc@to.jim.u-ryukyu.ac.jp)

University of the Ryukyus Short-term Student Exchange Program (URSEP)

URSEP offers Japanese classes for exchange students from overseas. Al are credit-bearing courses.

Eligible students Exchange students in URSEP
Period April 14 (Mon.) ~August 11 (Mon.)

Courses: Beginner Il Japanese, intermediate Japanese, other Japanese elective subjects

Coordinator ISHIHARA, Yoshihito y-i s hi @raybu.kwwu. ac . j p

Non-Credit Japanese Language Program for Graduate and Research Students

This program is designed for graduate and research students. ~ All classes are for non-credit.

Eligible Students Graduate students and research students
Period April 14 (Mon.) ~August 11 (Mon.)
Level Beginning Japanese to advanced Japanese
Coordinator ISHIHARA, Yoshihito y-i s hi @raybu.kwu. ac. j p

Survival Japanese

These courses are intended mainly for family members of international students (adults only).  Classes are offered in the International House.

Eligible Students:  Family members of international students at the University of the Ryukyus (adults only).

Period
Survival Japanese May 7 (Wed.) ~July 30 (Wed.) Total: 13 lessons
Level Survival Japanese Absolute beginners
Coordinator SASAKI, Kayoko daisukes@lab.u-ryukyu.ac.jp
2008 Spring Semester Activities for International Students
4 April
Orientation for new students, Orientation for tutors, Annual medical examination
May Athletic meeting
July International student festival
Beginning of August ~ End of September Summer Vacation
903-0213 TEL: 098-895-8139
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