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The International Center Newsletter has been revised. The contents of the 15th issue are as follows:
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1. WA XAEHE  Articles by International Students
[EEEDATE] (FE0%. Be) International Student Life (undergraduate student, graduate student)

BELDH gLmn 2
}ﬁﬁ@ﬂiﬁ Life in Okinawa
Ao <
27VAVEY (RE) Fan Sunbin (South Korea)
FESRANRLCRICAFANMNDR LN BA
S S EX Faculty of Law and Letters Junior, Human Sciences

1) fﬂﬁ%‘%f @&jﬁ' Life in Okinawa
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Okinawa is a famous tourist place that is surrounded by rich nature. I think that it is fun for international students to live in a
tourist site. I am enjoying life in Okinawa. That notwithstanding, when I first came to Okinawa, I could not get used to the
Okinawan environment and was puzzled by life here. Compared with Korean food, Okinawan food is greasy, so the food did
not agree with me. Also, Okinawan people have a relaxed sense of time called uchina-time, and it was different from mine.
Furthermore, Okinawa is a place where typhoons come very often, and once I suffered damage from one. A window in my
house was broken, and the electricity was cut off. I was in a bad situation. Even with these bad experiences, the reason why I
could escape from them was the help of my teachers and friends. They introduced me to Okinawan culture, and I could
understand Okinawan habits. They also taught me how to protect myself from typhoon damage, and I could minimize it. I felt

Okinawan people’s kindness deeply, and I think I am lucky to be surrounded by good people.

1= o M
2) HE®R My Daily Task
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For my future, I make it my daily task to study languages. As I would like to
engage in trade in the future, after school I spend time studying Chinese or
English in the library. There are many tourists in Okinawa, so studying foreign
languages is regarded as important. The University of the Ryukyus brings

globalization into focus and provides a good education system, so I think the

language study environment of the university made it easy to study.
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ARXDYAT— Fxly b Dv¥FH (RYS2HhH)  Koswaththage Charith Jayanada (Sri Lanka)
Y CS3NSITAED SH

ETSHEH SErxy—Eyw WradEE &

Graduate School of Engineering and Science, Productive Energy, Doctoral Program, 1* year
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My name is Charith Jayanada Koswaththage and I am from Sri Lanka. I am a first-year doctoral program student
researching Productive Energy at the Graduate School of Engineering and Science at the University of the Ryukyus.

I arrived in Japan as a Japanese Government scholar in 2007 at the National Institute of Technology, Kumamoto College
before enrolling as a graduate student at the University. My research involves the production of display sensors for mobile
devices such as smart phones and hand-held tablets. Currently, I reside in the Senbaru dormitory, and I enjoy spending time
with my fellow dormitory mates cooking meals together and chatting before bedtime.

Outside of the research laboratory, I am active in tennis and often enjoy the physical workouts on the tennis court after a
long day of research work. I also love being with people and participate in a variety of events and activities both on and off
campus.

In addition to visiting outlying islands as part of the “Hometown Knowledge Tax™ initiative in Miyako Island, I also
participated as a student mentor in the “Life and Peace - Bridge between Okinawa and Sri Lanka” project for junior high school
students from Okinawa and Sri Lanka.

Apart from my efforts to boost and strengthen ties between Okinawa and my home country, I have been selected as a
member of a representative consortium bringing together students from all eleven tertiary institutions in Okinawa. My
motivation for participating in these activities has always come from a desire to contribute actively to Okinawa, a place that is
very close to my heart. I sincerely hope that the knowledge and experiences gleaned from my time here will serve me well in

future as I work to fulfill my dream of becoming a world-class engineer.
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Bﬁj%fo)—?&_&jé Life in University of the Ryukyus
FRYLRY 7Y)—F (Ub—=<=7) Radulescu Alina (Romania)

AxHan2HEtlisnnxitEn BEEE2 £k
Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences,

Comparative Culture and Area Studies, Doctoral Program, 2" year
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I am Alina Radulescu, a student from Romania, and I am currently enrolled in the Comparative Culture and Area Studies
doctoral program in the Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences. My decision to study at the University of the
Ryukyus was sparked by a strong interest in Okinawa culture. I began my studies as a research student before completing my
Master’s degree, and now I am in my second year as a PhD student.

My major in anthropology means that fieldwork is an important component of my research work. I started conducting
research in Okinawa’s southernmost islands of Yaeyama some four years ago and my work involves observing the various
festivals and rituals taking place in the islands, and also interviewing the elderly residents. While fieldwork is certainly the most
difficult part of my research, it is also undeniably the element from which I gain the most satisfaction. Not only has my research
given me the opportunity to experience first-hand the vibrant culture of Yaeyama, but it has also allowed me to interact with
people from different walks of life. This has helped to shape my experiences both as a researcher, and also as a person.

While I am not away in Yaeyama on research, I enjoy my time being surrounded by the warm and conducive campus

environment, taking lessons or preparing reports and presentations for academic conferences.
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Message from a Former International Student
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Comments from International Student OG/OB

AH - TPTA4T4V - LYT14 (42 FRVT) Mukti,Yogha Aditya(Indonesia)
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JEF - FTS5R-1)J— FE}]?% Works at Busena Terrace Resort
L= %UW?ﬁ
SGHSE (URSEP) Former URSEP student
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I am Yoga from Indonesia. I studied in the URSEP program at the University of the Ryukyus from October 2013 for one
year. With the support of the teachers at the International Student Center and staff at the International Collaboration Section
General Strategic Planning Division, I participated in the internship program in August 2014. In July 2015, I started work for
Busena Terrace Resort as a full-time employee, where I had worked as an intern. I am now working as a butler, taking care of
hotel guests. I would like to share with you what I learned and what I felt while studying in Japan.

When I had just started taking part in the internship program, I could not see my future and did not feel that I had a purpose
in being there, but now I feel it was very good for me to do it. In the program, I learned manners and other important

information that is necessary for working in Japan, for example, the correct way to exchange business cards. When I studied it,

eececccccccccccce
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I thought it was just exchanging cards, but when I was working in a real situation, I realized that it is an important part of -

working in Japan.
The butler job that I am doing in the hotel now is certainly a very hard job. The hardest part is the long working hours.

However, it is enjoyable. Since many guests bring their children, it is fun to interact with them. I want to keep this job.

International students at Ryukyu University: if you are thinking about getting a job in Okinawa, I recommend that you take

part in the internship program. Even if you are unsure about your future or do not have any certain purpose, it will be alright ¢

because you may find something interesting. Good luck.
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2A S BELS
H *0) ﬁ%"— 0);% % Teaching in a Japanese University
BRESE FxIv E’DJ« () BHZZES Chen, Bixia (China)

Yp3Ep 3L < 58 Loz
HEAE WEm B
University of the Ryukyus, Faculty of Agriculture, Assistant Professor
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TTREHBZHE (URSEP) Former URSEP student
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The United Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences Kagoshima University,

Science of Bioresource Production
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FEL (H BRX=) Doctor of Agriculture (University of the Ryukyus)
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My name is Bixia Chen, I am Chinese, and I now work as an assistant professor in the Faculty of Agriculture at the
University of the Ryukyus.

I started learning Japanese in the International Student Center of our university in 2000. I was one of the first exchange
students of URSEP. When I arrived in Okinawa, I was deeply impressed by the campus environment and became determined to
pursue my doctoral degree here. In 2008, I obtained my doctoral degree in the studies of traditional village landscapes in
Okinawa. Before the university hired me in 2013, I worked in China as a university lecturer for a short time and then as a
research associate in the United Nations University (based in Japan) for about three years. I now teach several classes including
forest tourism. My research interests include the sustainable management of trees and forests in traditional village landscapes,
and tourism and recreation in forest parks.

I have three daughters and we enjoy local life very much. I am lucky to have linked my Japanese education to my research,
my teaching, and even my life. Learning the Japanese language has been a long and painful journey for me, but it has also been
rewarding and worthwhile.

Learning Japanese opened a new world to me and enabled me to explore a new field of research in Okinawa and other parts
of Japan. It also allowed me to have a pleasant stay here. Let us all take the challenge to learn Japanese, because we have a

strong Japanese teaching team at the International Student Center.
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3. BPEICHT IRBIBES LU VE—0vyTTOISA
Job-Hunting Support and the Internship Program

YnS5EpSEZ LAY S3AEN

RHRASEEE LA —DR BT EEE S8EdEd

Improvements in the Career Development Project,

Lw5L>

University of the Ryukyus International Center
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From the 2007 through 2011 with support from the Ministry of Economy, Trade, and Industry, an Okinawa consortium
under the management of the International Student Center at the University of the Ryukyus conducted the Career
Development Program for Foreign Students from Asia, a project to develop foreign students with practical skills. In addition,
during the two years of 2013 and 2014, with support from the Small and Medium Enterprise Agency, the International
Student Center conducted the Local SME Foreign Personnel Recruitment and Retention Support Project. As a result, in
2014 about 40 international students received tentative job offers from businesses in Okinawa. The International Student
Center obtained subsidies from the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology for a five-year plan
from 2015 to improve the environment for foreign students, such as in the areas of housing and employment support. The
center set the goal of training and harnessing foreign talent in the development of the Okinawa region. Based on the
International Center’s past experience in career development and counseling, by matching human resource requirements of
various industries with foreign students who are studying at universities or junior colleges in Okinawa Prefecture, the center
has been able to promote the employment of foreign student graduates in positions that fill the needs of businesses and
corporations.

In the project plan for 2016, the following services will be offered for foreign students: job placement guidance,
business Japanese seminars, and individual career counseling. Companies in Okinawa will be offered consultation on the
hiring of foreigners.

To foreign students in Okinawa Prefecture who are thinking about working either in Okinawa or elsewhere in Japan, please

participate in the program!

& & &
BRlLVEhtk: Reference
Y S5Fp 50 < YU 3H8LEL

B AT B¥Etra— B K (BBLS)
University of the Ryukyus, International Student Center Person in charge: Mr. Oshiro

TEL : 098-895-8801 E-mail : kossk@to.jim.u-ryukyu.ac.jp
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A8 —0YyFFATSLIZSMLT (BEECLZESE)
Participate in the Internship Program (article by an international student)

Loy BELD L&< DA E fWtA E B

EEOFEOBETE S RARBEER L TH | AEBRLETOA V82— sy TOKERE

I Got to Test My Business Japanese in a Real Workplace Environment! :

A Recount of my Internship with the Okinawan Tourism Industry.

IINARR - )Fo—FIY (FA—X S5 YU 7) Elspeth Richardson (Australia)
= A EFYpSHLEN
ﬁﬁ%q—i (STRP) STRP student

&L

AE@EW&L%@Fﬁﬁtﬂzﬂzyaz Ea—O—A~Aq24— /vujlﬁéibtoﬁhﬁwﬁﬁﬁb

BhEAELS L X

b%E$T®7EﬁT~Fﬁﬁ%@ﬁUﬁﬂ%%&#U %W®E$®M%EM%LFUL$LtOFﬁ?%i%

EpIMNCA L h Ly i 7 L#A#ANDES

ﬂ>9—~%ﬂ:% Eﬁﬁjnﬂk‘%ﬂﬁﬁéﬁtzﬁ ta%éﬁk%é:zﬂzyaz tz@ LI

525 LE<LA Wo< LA FLN

ﬁof~%ﬁ®ﬁﬁtLT%@A@E%#b@&%é&@E%%LFU xﬁf@“#ULTﬁEE?%TLEQ

BHF v LUSE o0 ESHRRTF—TF, BALERE LT BERICRRLTVREC ALY E L=,
Piziz. BEESSHEOREIsBIcrn 1B, RERNZHROET, TTHOABMIIY T 7IZE>TL
FOE L, TRRESHITF—TEBEVET CILBLT, RENEFE LA, BHITHYE L, Ff, Bik
SIGEH 2 > TH LW ERDY E LT, BISHENERIE, HTRE—FRETHE T, BOALHETO
EaieMzmnsL M ErsYELE0T, AOMERYRNE LRSI ELLAFEE L,

LRI BT AN i —O—0BAKB LR E L, N - aTHEOBELOEEO0IC
ﬁbhkﬁ%#&ofﬁﬁwﬂtmﬁéﬁfuttéiLtf4/é—zyvjwz—?4*—9—®%ﬁ%ﬁé
AlFE 1—O—I12 X B ATICBRORET LIhS. Sidihln 2t £hE LT, %ﬁ%@@?ﬁg%ﬁ?ormit i?q“;f’éti
HoTWBAEKIZR o0, EDE S IcFEof- b0 AR S L erEEnTOES %
BiE BB LTV AT ERE RS LE L. AN S & KRS AN RS 2R T TR A TR ER TS T
. +%L#¢¢oam&rE$#H¢éJauo_trma< BERLBETEORE OB ORBEARITT
é&ML##bTTO

%k\;®4/9 //u77D77AThﬁ£L&a# Tk a—nER. HICEREE Hilsas

EEssAcEEEEL ErET,

During the summer break this year I went on an internship with Okinawa Convention and Visitor’s Bureau. The internship was
from the 14" to the 25™ of September, where I was able to learn about and experience actual operations and programs within the field.
I worked in customer service and administration at a range of venues, including the Okinawan industry support centre, Naha airport,
the Former Japanese Navy Underground Headquarters, Naha Community Centre, and Ginowan City’s Convention Centre. Although
there were trials and communication barriers at times, I gained so much invaluable knowledge and skills from this experience.

Something that was a challenge for me every day was the Japanese business manner. Through making mistakes, I was able to
identify which areas I was still lacking in and needed to improve. For example, at the Former Navy Underground Headquarters, after 1
meet the boss and exchanged business cards, I sat down without being suggested to. I knew as soon as I sat down that this was the
incorrect manner and felt really embarrassed, but I learned from that experience. Another challenge was handling phone conversations.
I couldn't really catch what the other person was saying, especially their name as people speak really fast on the phone. So from that
experience I confirmed I still need to improve my listening skills from here on in.

The activity that left the strongest impression on me was the bureau’s lectures on tourism catered for primary and secondary
students. On the 15th of September, I was able to observe the lecture given to grade 5 students. Mr. Yasuhiro Oshiro, who was a high
school teacher before working at the bureau, gave the lecture. The contents of the presentation was on “If you met a troubled looking
traveller from a foreign country, how could you help them out?” and ways to politely greet others on the street, and so on. 1 was
really impressed at what they were teaching the students. Also, as I will be graduating with a Bachelor of Education next year, it gave
me inspiration that my degree can take me to places not limited to the regular classroom, but I can implement my knowledge and
skills in a range of workplace environments.

Finally, I would like to extend my thanks and gratitude to all the staff at the International Student Centre, especially Ashihara-sensei,

Tokashiki-san and Arakawa-san, for without them this amazing experience would not have been possible.
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4. AR NEDEN Introduction of Events

90154EEE FTE—%  List of 2015 School Year Events
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Thursday, April 9: Orientation for Japanese classes General Education
Orientation for new international students
Saturday, July 11: International Student Festival
Thursday, July 16: Staging of a Japanese play by advanced Japanese class international students General Education
Saturday, July 18: Open Campus
Friday, August 14: Project presentations by elementary and intermediate Japanese class international students General
Education
Tuesday, August 18 and Wednesday, September 2: Completion Ceremony for Short-Term Regular Exchange Program
August 4 through September 16: Internship Program for International Students
Monday, August 31 through Thursday, September 17: Continuing Professional Education for Children of Emigrants
Friday, September 11 through Monday, September 14: Kumejima Homestay Program
Monday, October 5: Orientation for Japanese classes General Education
Orientation for new international students
Thursday, January 28 and Friday, January 29: Japanese Speech Contest for International Students
Wednesday, Februaryl7: Completion Ceremony for Short-Term Regular Exchange Program and Preparatory Intensive

Japanese Program for Research and Graduate Students
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On Saturday, July 11, 2015, the 16th International Student Festival was held at the University of the Ryukyus. It was held
under the joint sponsorship of the International Student Center and the University Co-Op on the first floor of the Co-Op
cafeteria. Due to a nearby typhoon, there was concern about holding the festival, but a direct hit by the typhoon was avoided,
and somehow, the festival was held. Because of the bad weather, including heavy rain and strong winds continuing from the
day before, the number of people in attendance was about half that of a normal year. Even so, with cooperation between the
participants and the attendees, the festival was a lively event.

The Co-Op provided two kinds of crepes, with chicken or fried white fish filling, Taiwanese tapioca milk tea, fried
noodles, and shaved ice. Students provided performances and exhibitions. Souvenirs from China and Papua New Guinea
were sold, lessons were offered in the making of Chinese-style dumplings, and there was an art exhibition by the art club. On
stage, there was traditional Thai dancing, and performances of music with folk music instruments, a guitar and a drum duo,
and a cellist, Malaysia and Indonesia songs, and a sanshin performance. At the very end, as usual, the Culture Exchange circle

played the sanshin and participants danced the kachashi.

[ #—F>F+>/3X Open Campus ]
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The Open Campus was held at the University of the Ryukyus on Saturday, July 18, 2015. At the Co-Op, the International

E§§

Student Center and the International Collaboration Section, General Strategic Planning Division staffed booths where the
student exchange system was explained to visiting high school students, and explanations of the entrance examination process
and college life were given to foreign students and teachers from Japanese language schools. Thirty-six high school students,
four parents, six foreign students, and one Japanese language-school instructor attended, listened attentively, and asked

questions.
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[ AARER—LATATOS 5L Kumejima Homestay Program ]
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Every summer, the International Student Center provides a program for international students to participate in homestays
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and cultural exchanges with local people on Kumejima Island. From Friday, September 11, through Monday, September 14,
international students stayed with a local family on Kumejima. At a party with Kumejima High School students, they
introduced their countries and gave advice to high school students who are interested in studying abroad.

The program started in 2009, and this was the seventh year. From last year, international students
from Okinawa International University also joined this program, so this year, four international
students from Ryukyu University and two from Okinawa International University stayed with five
host families, with two students staying in one family’s house.
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AKREDFR—LAXTA Homestay in Kumejima
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Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Comparative Culture and Area Studies, 3rd year
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I visited Kumejima during summer vacation in 2015 for the first time. After about a four-hour ferry ride, I arrived in

Kumejima at around noon. On that afternoon, we visited a high school in Kumejima, and I greeted the students with “Sawadi,”

and I also introduced things about my country, like Thai foods and Thai festivals. After that, I stayed with my host family,

which had five family members, for three nights. On the second day, from the morning, I enjoyed seeing unbelievably beautiful

nature, like the five-needle pine tree, Ishi Datami beach, a haunted slope, and an observatory. I taught my host family how to

make the Thai dish kapao rice and served it for lunch. On the third day, I participated in the elementary school’s sports day. The

boys and girls participated in a parade, ran, danced the kachashi with their grandfathers and grandmothers, and ran with their -

family group. Even on this small island, teachers, parents and relatives get together for children. I was amazed that they all keep

an attentive eye on the growth of each child. As a substitute for my host mother, I ran in the five-member family race. Even

though it was a race, nobody cared about who would win. The important thing was to participate with others.
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Continuing Professional Education for the Children of Emigrants )|
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From Monday, August 31, 2015 through Thursday, September 17, 2015, continuing professional education for the children
of emigrants from Nakagusuku-son and Ginoza-son was provided, with two classes a day, twice a week. The International
Student Center became the organizer of the program for the first time as part of its contribution toward local society. The
contents of the program were as follows: :

@D The history of Okinawa

@ The history of traditional culture

@ The history of emigrants to Okinawa

@ The formation and transfiguration of

uchinanchu identity.

@D, @, and @ were taught by Ms. Yukari
Akamine, a part-time lecturer who teaches about the present situation in Okinawa and the history of Okinawa at the
International Student Center. @ was taught by Prof. Naomi Noiri, who is an associate professor in the Faculty of Law and
Letters. Since the Japanese level of the trainees was not high enough to listen to a lecture in Japanese, the lectures were
conducted in English. There were six trainees: two from Peru, two from Argentina, one from Brazil, and one from the United

States.
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Published Materials for International Students and their Advisors
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The International Center publishes materials that support international student life. These materials are distributed at the
orientation for new international students. If you do not have them, come to the International Collaboration Section on the first
floor of the International Student Center. They are also available for download from the International Student Center
Homepage.

TS K LAY SAHELY

|Tﬁ71‘ BR2EHA KTvD ]  The International Student Guide Book

http://www.r-center.u-ryukyu.ac.jp/article/3/5/48 (Ell%v?&
http://www.r-center.u-ryukyu.ac.jp/article/3/5/48/en (English)
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The Disaster Prevention Manual for International Students (Japanese edition, English edition, simplified Chinese, traditional :

Chinese, Korean edition)
http://www.r-center.u-ryukyu.ac.jp/article/3/5/29
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The Disaster Card (Japanese edition, English edition, simplified Chinese, traditional Chinese, Korean

edition) http://www.r-center.u-ryukyu.ac.jp/article/3/5/29
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Besides the above, a guidebook for advisors supervising international students has been issued. It is also available at the

International Collaboration Section on the first floor at the International Student Center.
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Information Book for Advisors who have Accepted International Students

http://www.r-center.u-ryukyu.ac.jp/article/6/12/45

6. £HIS5E Announcement

L\J'%w . M:&Z\ D=HDH E %v %0) 2 DULYT  Japanese Classes for Graduate Students and Research Students
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The International Center provides Japanese classes for graduate students and research students in addition to Japanese

m§;9
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language and Japanese culture classes in general education. At the beginning of each semester, an orientation is held; if you are
planning to take the classes, you are required to attend it. The orientation date and location will be announced on electronic

bulletin boards locater on campus.
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FLg L UW?ﬁ( éUwvﬂ(ﬂL
EhESs s UEEE Lo 4 —Tld, ﬁ?%%mk~%ﬁ¥ %z:ﬂtéiéwuzzT LavE

?_ STWEYT, COXVITUT—23a>TIE, 'F.:EL’DL\'C Rﬁﬂ‘é LTWEITDT, M\T%’*?)DL’C(T:E“L\O
1) B EEE cEhaEHEH (EREEEES

ATl

2) BRTOEESE I T (EEEEEES)

Yk S3IES

3) HEROHBA LT (HERZE)

2) Bt o0y LoERB U 2 RERORRE0EE WMAKEREL> 5
5) KEsotitionT @key s

EEABEBLLC

5. RABNGEQERT, COAY IVT—avicBmTsnmoERE ., BEEREER Ty
FMYISET S,

At the beginning of each semester, the International Collaboration Section and the International Student Center provide a
life orientation for students who have come to Okinawa for the first time. In the orientation, the following explanations are
given, so please be sure to participate in it.

1. Information related to study abroad life in Okinawa (by the International Collaboration Section)

2. Health check at the University (by the International Collaboration Section)

3. How to use the University Library (by the University Library)

4. Points to note when using the Internet and personal computer equipment on campus (by the
Computing and Networking Center)

5. Dealing with disasters (by the International Student Center)

International students who miss the orientation should come to the International Collaboration Section to pick up the

orientation materials.
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Introduction of International Collaboration Section Staff
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The International Collaboration Section is located on the first floor of the International Student Center. Let’s remember the

names of the counter staff.

BHL »
K BFEA Ms. Ayako Oshiro
LaSHNCEA
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She is in charge of the acceptance of Japanese Government scholarship students

and procedures for returning home. She provides general scholarship information.

bbb

il ?ﬁ?é/v Ms. Hiroko Arakawa
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She is in charge of the short-term student exchange programs (URSEP, STRP).

Kk #FEA  Ms. Kuniko Oshiro
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Zw5Esd

AE#E LAa L LTOET,

She is in charge of scholarships for privately-financed international students, comprehensive

housing compensation, and applications for the student dormitory and International House.
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She is in charge of visa status, non-study related activities (part-time jobs), confirming registration

for Japanese Government scholarship students, application procedures for Japanese classes for

graduate students and research students, registration for events, and information about adm1s51on
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#H & XA Mr Tooru Kasuga
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He is in charge of consultation about study abroad and short-term

student exchange program (outbound).

E’_?E;. FFXA Ms. Takako Koga
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She is in charge of introducing tutors. If you have any questions about tutors, do not hesitate to

approach her.
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