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The International Center Newsletter has been revised. The contents of the 15th issue are as follows:

1. Articles by International Students NN NNNNNNNNNDNNNNNNNNNNNN
International Student Life (undergraduate student, graduate student) nnnnNnNNNNNN
2. Message from a Former International Student nNNnNnNNNNNNNNNNNN
3. JobHunting Support and the Internship Program nNNnNNNNNNNNNNNNN
Partidpate in the Internship Program (article by an international studenf) nnnnnNnnNnnNnnnn
4. Introduction of Events nNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNDN
List of 2015 Events anmhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhn
International Student Festival nnNNnNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN
Joining Open Campus nNNNNNNANNANNNNNNNNNNNNNN
Kumejima Homestay Program nhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhn

Participating in the Kumejima Homestay Program (article by an international studentin n in
Continuing Professional Education for Immigrant Childrenn nnnnnNnnNnnNnnNnNnNnNnNnNn
Published Materials for International Students and their Advisorsn nnnnnnnNnnn
Announcement ahmhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhn
Introduction of International Cooperation Promotion Section Stafhnnnnnnnininn
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- Articles by International Students
8 — 8 International Student Life (undergraduate student, graduate student)

%%o S M= i . .
— Life in Okinawa
T ) .
hoOfi efi ¥ fi Fan Sunbin (South Korea)
FeTE%Oo T F-Fn%o % _JF 0

Faculty of Law and Letters Junior, Human Sciences

%h%o T T M=

1 Z— Life in Okinawa
%%o T - -+ Lo ] Yo 1 oe L _ u_ﬂe km . R Yok 1 e L 3 M= {desmoy™
| - =1v-|_| v S o= . A< l_IiA i/—_ Z|W= .
F<f=loA o™ g # ]| 0 ™K< TM=|A9“ |/—||—eo - &4
A %B%o % - %B%o0 Yok e ke o
20 o e=TM3 A9 Llpos - 1/g=|— — o 44 %2
5 LEgo Yo /5/01r v Yok 1 o v L— L% Ner [ TV
%[ ® L g=g oo - = - = < [= 1o
SH%%Q? rL__ =I a|%+ Yok %0 I I TV o=
ds  — |seLod dmmos™el|fers - HB—Fl{ =M=
wo T mg oy mie  Lda4 o Lo Vme [ e
LNy =5 e T e T ey
T ™4 keste (] FV o=
v e T ey ez LT ”r”l/8|m<lLNo=| oV %8
[ sEym™ slw v %f/av Y
T-|1l_%$%\/—|8 47— 3/8Nojv1/g|Loo< ™y Ae - A
wt =L e { %™ { % vy e a Mio Fe fpe
B R T NIV As“ T RALE A=W o=
Ly m 1 ™Mebe o4 %1 TV - %%o T 1 1%  %to
-" L - :I-IllS?/8$5}’8=| =V e | — VL= otd o 08
%ot

< aETMﬂAg

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Okinawa is a famous tourist place that is surrounded by rich nature. | think that it is fun for international studerisato; liv
tourist site. | am enjoying life in Okinawa. That notwithstiay, when | first came to Okinawa, | could not get used to §the
Okinawan environment and was puzzled by life here. Compared with Korean food, Okinawan food is greasy, so thegfood
not agree with me. Also, Okinawan people have a relaxed sense of tieteuchinatime, and it was different from mine:
Furthermore, Okinawa is a place where typhoons come very often, and once | suffered damage from one. A Windé)w in
house was broken, and the electricity was cut off. | was in a bad situation. Even vatbatiesxperiences, the reason wh§/ I
could escape from them was the help of my teachers and friends. They introduced me to Okinawan culture, and | c

understand Okinawan habits. They also taught me how to protect myself from typhoon damage, andinioaméiinl felt

Oki nawan peopleds kindness deeply, and | think | am:lu
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For my future, | make it my daily task to study languages. vsuld like to

engage in trade in the future, after school | spend time studying Chines '\ 6
English in the library. There are many tourists in Okinawa, so studying fore / \
ol T
languages is regarded as important. The University of the Ryukyus bri FR
T i ) ) 3 Classes 9/ TR
globalizaton into focus and provides a good education system, so | think Br(e—akfast

language study environmenttbf university made it easy to study. 12
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co:ea9d ' e, o " ar e 'fio Koswaththage Charith Jayanada (SriLanka)
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Graduate School ofEngineering and SciencgProductive Energy, Doctoral Program, 1% year
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My name is Charith Jayanada Koswaththage and | am from Sri Lanka. | fast-yeear doctoral program studerit

R RRIInrooooos

researching Productive Energy at the Graduate School of Engineering and Science at the University of the Ryukyus.
| arrived in Japan as a Japan&eernment scholar in 2007 thie National Institute of Technology, Kumamoto College
before enrolling as a graduate student at the University. My research involves the production of display sensors fé)r mo
devices such as smart phones and featdl tabéts. Currently, | reside in the Senbaru dormitory, and | enjoy spendingftime
with my fellow dormitory mates cooking meatsgetherand hattingbefore bedtime.

Outside of the research laboratory, | am active in tennis and often enjoy the physical svorkthé tennis court after a
long day ofresearchwork. | also love being with people and participate in a variety of events and activities both on and of

campus.

In addition to visiting outlying islands as part of tiidometown Knowledge Taxinitiative in Miyako Island, | also:
participatechs a student mentor in thkife and PeaceBridge between Okinawa and Sri Ladkaoject for junior high school:
students from Okinawa and Sri Lanka.

Apart from my efforts to boost argtrengtherties between Okinga and my home country, | have been selected as a
member of a representative consortium bringing together students from all eleven tertiary institutions in OkinagNa. N
motivation for participating in these activities has always come from a desire tdatnactively to Okinawa, a place that §s
very close to my heart. | sincerely hope that the knowledge and experiences gleaned from my time here will serve n§1e we
future as | work to fulfill my dream of becoming a wedidss engineer.
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Evening, free
time, 3 hours

T oA, 2R
Tennis, 2 hours

H - B{E, 285
Morning,
preparing for the
day, 2 hours

BT 2%, 4% R
BE, 185/ Research, 4
Lunch, 1 hour hours
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Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences
Comparative Culture and Area Studies Doctoral Program, 2™ year
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I am Alina Radulescu, a student from Romania, and | am currently enrolled in the Comparative Culture and Areé Stuc
doctoral program in the Graduate School of Humanities and Social Scibhcegcision to study at the University of the
Ryukyus was sparked by a strong interest in Okinawa culture. | begatudigsas a research student before completing iny
Mastes degree, and now | am in my second year as asRiugnt

My major in anthroptngy means that fieldwork is an important component of my research work. | started conducting
research in Okinav@ southernmost islands of Yaeyama some four years ago and my work involves observing theévario
festivals and rituals taking place in theisils, and also interviewing the elderly residents. While fieldwork is certainly the §most
difficult part of my research, it is also undeniably the element from which | gain the most satisfaction. Not only hearaty res
given me the opportunity to expera@nfirsthand the vibrant culture of Yaeyama, but it has also allowed me to interact§ with
people from different walks of life. This has helped to shape my experiences both as a researcher, and also as a persén.

While | am not away in Yaeyama on res&artenjoy my time being surrounded by the warm and conducive campus
environment, taking lessons or preparing reports and presentations for academic conferences.
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Message from a Former International Student
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| am Yoga from Indonesia. | studied in the URSEP program at the Univershg &yukyus from October 20%8r one
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year. With the support of the teachatshe International Student Centerdastaffat the International Collaboration Section
General Strategic Planning Division, | participated in the internship program in August 2014. In July 2015, | started \g\/orkf
Busena Terrace Resort as a-fite employee, where | had worked as an imteam now working as a butler, taking care pf

hotel guests. | would like to share with you what | learned and what | felt while studying in Japan.

eecee

When | had just started taking part in the internship program, I could not see my future and did et iféelct a purpose
in being there, but now | feel it was very good for me to do it. In the program, | learned manners and other ir§1porte
information that is necessaiyr working in Japan, for example, the correct way to exchange business cards. \Wiagedli -
| thought it was just exchanging cards, but when | was working in a real situation, | realized that it is an importfané part
working in Japan.

The butler job that | am doing in the hotel now is certainly a very hard job. The hardest patbigytiworking hours.

However, it is enjoyable. Since many guests bring their children, it is fatetactwith them. | want to keep this job.
International students at Ryukyu University: if you are thinking about getting a job in Okinawa, | recornated take :
part in the internship program. Even if you are unsure about your future or do not have any certain purposeaitighitl he

because you mdind something interesting. Good luck.
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— ¥ — Teachingin a JapanesdJniversity

wwhioy ot Chen, Bixia (China)
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My name is Bixia Chen, | am Chinese, and | now work as an assistant professor in the Faculty of ragaitctite
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University of the Ryukyus.

| started learning Japanese in the Internati®atlentCenter of our university in 2000. | was one of the first exchange

students of URSEP. When | arrived in Okinawa, | was deeply impressed by the campus environbemaraatitermined to ¢

pursue my doctoral degree here. In 2008, | obtained my doctoral dagitee studies of traditional village landscaje

Okinawa. Beforehe universityhired me in 2013, | worked in China as a university lecturer for a short time andstaeg
research associate in the United Nations University (based in Japan) fohabeyears. | now teach several classes including
forest tourism. My research interests incltide sustainable managementrees and forests in traditional village Iands&ap:e
and tourism and recreation in forest parks.

eececccce

| have three daughters and weagnipcal life very muchl am lucky to have linkd my Japaneseducatiorto myresearch
my teaching, and evemy life. Learning the Japanese language has been a long and painful journey for me, but it has also be

rewarding and worthwhile.

Learning Japase opened a hew world to me and enabled me to explore a new field of research in Okinawa and other p
of Japan. It also allowed me to have a pleasant stayllmtras all take the challenge to learn Japanese, because we have :

strong Japanese teachbegmatthe International Student Center.
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Job-Hunting Support and the Internship Program
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Improvements in the Career Development Project,
University of the Ryukyus International Center
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From the 2007 through 2011 with support from the Ministry of Economy, Trade, and Industry, an Okinawa consé)rtium
under the manageme of the International Student Center at the University of the Ryukyus conducted the Career
Development Program for Foreign Students from Asia, a project to develop foreign students with practical skills. In a%iditior
during the two years of 2013 and 20iMth support from the Small and Medium Enterprise Agency, the Internatioéal
Student Center conducted thecal SME Foreign Personnel Recruitment and Retention Support Praget result, in
2014 about 40 international students received tentative jidysofrom businesses in Okinawkhe InternationaStudent
Centerobtainedsubsidies from the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Techfotogyfiveyear plan

from 2015to improve the environment for foreign students, such as in the afré@using and employment support. The
center set the goal of training ahdrnessing foreign taler the development of the Okinawa region. Based on tf%e

I nternati onal Centerb6s past experience i nurcerazquieemerntsmféve
various industries with foreign students who are studying at universities or junior colleges in Okinawa Prifecemnesr

XX XY

has beerable to promote the employment of foreign student graduates in positions that fill the needs of businesses ar

XX XY

corporations.
In the project plan for 2016, the following services will be offered for foreign students: job placement guidénce,
business Japase semina and individual career counseling. Companies in Okinawa will be offered consultation or the

hiring of foreigners.

To foreign students in Okinawa Prefecture who are thinking about working either in Okinawa or elsewhere in aapanf ple
participate in the program!

< Ne 1 %

™ — .
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University of the Ryukyus, International Student Center Person in charge: Mr. Oshirc

TEL: 0988958801 E-mail: kossk@to.jim.tryukyu.ac.jp
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Participate in the Internship Program (article by an international student)
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| Got to Test My Business Japanese in a Real Workplace Environment! :
A Recount of my Internship with the Okinawan Tourism Industry.
< eden' ' D) sfi odes' . Elspeth Richardson (Australia)
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During the summer break this year | went on an inter

-

Il

=
¥

+r

h
from the 14 to the25" of September, where | was able to learn about and experience actual operations and programs within:the fie

©050000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

| worked in customer service and administration at a range of venues, includ@kinbganindustry support centréjahaairport, :

the Forme Japanese Navy Underground Headquaridsba Community Centre, anGinowanCi t yéds Convent i q n
there were trials and communication barriers at times, | gained so much invaluable knowledge and skills from this experiencfe.
Something that weaa challenge for me every day was the Japanese business manner. Through making mistakes, | wés abl
identify which areas | was still lacking in and needed to improve. For example, at the Former Navy Underground Heaw‘twartérs,
meet the boss andkehanged business cards, | sat down without being suggested to. | knew as soon as | sat down that this was
incorrect manner and felt really embarrassed, but | learned from that experience. Another challenge was handling pbatiensaéver

| couldn'treally catch what the other person was saying, especially their name as people speak really fast on the phone. So from

oo

experience | confirmed | still need to improve my listening skills from here on in.

.
.
.
.
ol

The activity that left the strongest impressbom me was the bureauds | ectures o:n t
students. On the 15th of September, | was able to observe the lecture given to grade 5 stuttastshifdrOshirpwho was a highf
school teacher before working at the burepa,ve t he | ecture. The contents of thge P
traveller from a foreign country, how could you hellwastghe

really impressed at what they weeacthing the students. Also, as | will be graduating with a Bachelor of Education next year, tt gave
me inspiration that my degree can take me to places not limited to the regular classroom, but | can implement my kndwledge
skills in a range of workplacenvironments.

Finally, | would like to extend my thanks and gratitude to all the staff dhthenationalStudentCentre, especialishiharasensei
TokashikisanandArakawasan for without them this amazing experience would not have been possible.
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2015J List of 2015 School Year Events
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Thursday, April 9: Orientation for Japanese clagsseralEducation
Orientation for new international students
Saturday, July 1lnternational Student Festival
Thursday, July 16: Staging of a Japanese play by advanced Japanese class irtstudéintseneralEducation
Saturday, July 18: Opdébampus
Friday, August 14: Project presentations by elementary and intermediate Japanese class internation@estagsnt
Education
Tuesday, August 18 and Wednesday, September 2: Completion Ceremony fdieBhdRegular Exchange Program
August4 throughSeptembet 6. Internship Program for International Students

eecc0cc0cc000000clfecc0c00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Monday, August 31 through Thursday, September 17: Continuing Professional Education for Children of Emigrant:

@

Friday, September 11 through Monday, September 14: Kumejima Homestay Program
Monday, Qtober 5: Orientation for Japanese clasdmseralEducation
Orientationfor newinternational students
Thursday, January 28 and Friday, January 29: Japanese Speech Contest for International Students
WednesdayFebruaryt7: Completion Cerewny for ShoriTerm Regular Exchange Program dniparatory Intensive
Japanese Program for Research and Graduate Students
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On Saturday, July 11, 2015, the 16th International Student Festival was held at the University of the Ryukyus. It was he

under the jointsponsorship of the International Student Center and the Universi@pGm the first floor of the CGOp

cafeteria. Due to a nearby typhoon, there was concern about holding the festival, but a direct hit by the typhoon was avoid
and somehow, the festivaas held. Because of the bad weather, including heavy rain and strong winds continuing frofn the
day before, the number of people in attendance was about half that of a normal year. Even so, with cooperation between

participants and the attendees, féstival was a lively event. :
The CeOp provided two kinds of crepes, with chicken or fried white fish filling, Taiwanese tapioca milk tea, fiied
noodles, and shaved ice. Students provided performances and exhibitions. Souvenirs from China and PapimeaNew Gu
were sold, lessons were offered in the making of Chisgde dumplings, and there was an art exhibition by the art club. C;Dn
stage, there was traditional Thai dancing, and performances of music with folk music instruments, a guitar and a drélm di
ard a cellist, Malaysia and Indonesia songs, asahahirperformance. At the very end, as usual, the Culture Exchange citcle

played thesanshirand participants danced tkachashi

o 0Dkfie' fi R® OpenCampusx
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The OpenCampus was held at the University of the Ryukyus on Saturday, July 18 A2Qh6.CeOp, the International
Student Center and the International Collaboration Section, General Strategic Planning Division staffed booths where fti
student exchange system veaplained to visiting high school students, and explanations of the entrance examination plSOCGS“
and college life were given to foreign students and teachers from Japanese language schesls. Higiirtychool students, :
four parents, six foreign studsn and one Japanese langusgeool instructor attended, listened attentively, and askiad

guestions.
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Every summer, the International Student Center provides a program for international students to participate in homes
and cultural exchanges with local people on Kumejima Island. From Friday, September 11, through Monday, Septeémber
international stdents stayed with a local family on Kumejima. At a party with Kumejima High School students,f they
introduced their countries and gave advice to high school students who are interested in studying abroad.

The program started in 2009, and this was the seventh year. From last year, international 4
from Okinawa International University also joined this program, so this year, four internatp®
students from Ryukyu University and two from Okinawa Inteonal University stayed with five

host families, with two students staying Py
o kg . .. :
—V I &Y== Homestayin Kumejima :
> AvficdonN @K' D447 wm Duangkaew Sutpratana Thailand :
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Graduate School of Humanities and Social @&nces Comparative Culture and Area Studies, 3rd year :
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| visited Kumejlma during summer vacatlon in 2015 for the first time. After about ehéourferry ride, | arrived in:
Kumeji ma at around noon. On that afternoon, we Visited

and | also itroduced things about my country, like Thai foods and Thai festivals. After that, | stayed with my host family
which had five family members, for three nights. On the second day, from the morning, | enjoyed seeing unbelievablyéoeaui
nature, like theife-needle pine tree, Ishi Datami beach, a haunted slope, and an observatory. | tauggifamnyily how to
make the Thai dish kapao rice and served it for ILThach.
boys and girls articipated in a parade, ran, dancedkhehashiwith their grandfathers and grandmothers, and ran with tbeir
family group. Everon this small island, teachers, parents and relatives get together for children. | was amazed that thei/ all ki
an attentiveeye on the growth of each child. As a substitute for my host mother, | ran in tmaefimber family race. Everi

though it was a race, nobody cared about who would win. The important thing was to participaiteength .
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From Monday, August 31, 2015 through Thursday, September 17, 2015, continuing professional education for the child
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of emigrants from Nakaguswaon and Ginozaon was provided, with two classes a day, twice a week. The Internafional
Student Center becarthe organizer of the program fibre first time as part of itgontribution toward local societyr he :
contents of the program were as follows:

N The history of Okinawa

°  The history of traditional culture

9 The history of emigrants to Okinawa

~  The formation and transfiguration of
uchinanchu identity.

n,°  and?® were taught by Ms. Yukari

Akamine, a partime lecturer who teaches about the present situation in Okinawa and the history of Okinawa: at tt
International Student Center. was taught by Prof. Meni Noiri, who is an associate professor in Baeulty of Law and
Letters. Since the Japanese level of the trainees was not high enough to listen to a lecture in Japanese, the legtures
conducted in English. There were six trainees: two from PerufrénoArgentina, one from Brazil, and one from the Unitéd

States.
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Published Materials for International Students and their Advisors
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The International Center publishes materials that support international student life. These matelistishated at the
orientationfor new international student$ you do not have them, come to the Internati@wlaborationSection on the first
floor of the International Student Centefhey are also availablor download from the Internationg&tudent Center
Homepage.

%™iod+d{lenoy™

a o =) K P « ¢ ThelnternationalStudentGuideBook

http.//www.r-centeru-ryukyu.acjp/article/3/5/48 r
http://www.rcenter.uryukyu.ac.jp/article/3/5/48/en English
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The Disaster Prevention Manual for International Studédégpanese edition, English edition, simplifiebinesetraditional

Chinese, Korean edition)

http:/Amww.rcenter.uryukyu.ac.jp/article/3/5/29
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Besides the above, a guidebook for advisogervisingnternational students has been issued. It is also available at
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InternationalCollaborationSectionon thefirst floor at the Internation&tudent Center
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Information Book for Advisonsho have Accepted International Students
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http://www.rcenter.uryukyu.ac.jp/article/6/12/45

% |k  Announcement

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

mswgwdesm cr ko odmpe
N —v k- - — = ™= Japanes€lassedor GraduateStudentandResearctstudents
4lenoym™ . ske=es%fke™ % Lo L - F+00 ke F% mEy ™ dypleym™ L 3l %mte
¢fi D2 |8 - n - n —V k- — YN 5
T ™% %o - . . - P E - =+s%te My ™ tnley™ Yoo | -
Ao beo! «fiwde " i %N 5 A% 4k eV ™ TR e MNet—o' <
. . sy - i . - L -k F+ -1 ™o [+ -
fiwdo Tfir e=ooci ™ol «fivde Thi—  zmd s %% |y e=m™qAc

The International Center provides Japanese classes for graduate students and research students in addition {o Jaj
language and Japanese culture classes in general educatiorbégitiméng of each semester, an orientation is held; if you-are
planning to take the classes, you are required to attend it. The orientation date and location will be announced ongelectr

bulletin board locater on campus
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At the beginning of each semester, the Internati@uélaborationSecton and the International Student Center provid? a
life orientation for students who have come to Okinawa for the first time. In the orientation, the following explanations a
given, sopleasebe sure to participate in it. :

1. Information related to study abr oad life in Okinawa (by the International ~ Collaboration Section)

2. Health check at the U niversity (by the International ~ Collaboration Section)

3. How to use the University Library (by the University Library)

4. Points to note when using the Internet and personal computer equipment on campus (by the

Computing and Networking Center)

5. Dealing with disasters (by the International Student Center)
International students who miss the orientation should come to the Intern&lmtzdorationSection to pick up the:

orientation materials :
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The InternationaCollaborationSection is located on the first floor of the#ernational Student Center Let 6 s r
names of theounterstaff.

o "t + Ms.Ayako Oshiro !
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She is in charge of the shaerm studentexchanggrograms (URSEP, STRP)

T 7744 Ms. Kuniko Oshiro I
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She is in charge afcholarshigs for privately-financedinternationaktudents,comprehensive
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housing compensation, and applications for the student dormitory and International Hous

¢¥' > anafit+ Ms SerinahTan
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Sheisin charge of visa status, rstndy related activities (patitne jobs),confirming registration -
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for Japanese Governmestholarship students, applicatigmocedures for Japanese classes :for
graduate students and research students, registration for events, and mformatlon about admissio
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t + Mr. Tooru Kasuga
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He is in charge of consultation about study abroad and-temort &
studentexchangeprogram (outbound).
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She is in charge of introducing tutors. If you have any questions about tutors, do not hesitate

approacther.
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