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Messages from Professors & Staff leaving the International Student Center & Office

EEJ1| lecturer., Aki Shibukawa, International Student Center

1998 8

Firg of al, | want to express my appreciation to all the saff members of the University of Ryukyus. It has been 8 years since
| sarted teaching at the International Student Center, and | am sad to say that | must leave the Center for personal reasons.
| appreciated having many pleasant and fulfilling times with all you international students.  You studied the Japanese language very
hard! | learned a lot from my students since most of you in the "Intensive Japanese Program” (which | am mainly in charge of) are -
experienced in many areas. :
| have met many wonderful students and have learned alot from you in these 8 years. | will never forget these wonderful days.

I hope you al succeed in your studies and enjoy your life!
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1. Okinawan National Thegtre
Ryukyu Traditional Stage and Ryukyu Traditional Dance Festival (October 20", 2006)

38 exchange students enrolled in the Japanese Language and Culture coursetook part in
the Traditional Ryukyu Stage and Dance Fegtival sponsored by the Okinawa Prefectural

Board of Education for prefectural students from e ementary through high school.
+ Participants not only watched severa plays and dances, including the plays Nubikuudouchi
and Nuchibana, the dance Shuushinkaneiri, but were al'so instructed first hand in the

intricacies of the hand movements of Ryukyu Dance, making thisa very enriching

experiencein understanding Traditional Ryukyu arts.
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¢ 2. Yonashiro Elementary School Visit
On October 29, 2006, the members of the Japanese Language and Culture Course,
Elementary class, visited Yonashiro Elementary School in Uruma City, participating in

acultural exchange with the 6" gradersthere.  The participants were greeted most
: warmly by the 6" graders, who welcomed the visitors with displays of Eisa dancing, Sanshin playing, and Karate performances.  After :
the exceptional welcome, the 6" grade students split into 2 groups where it was the exchange students turn to introduce their country’s
culture, society, and nature to the students of Yonashiro Elementary School. After a question and answer period, during which
friendships were deepened, the exchange students were able to experience life in a Japanese dementary schoal, like a school lunch, and
clean up time. Participants were also able to use the language that they had been taught in the classroom in a real life Stuation with
¢ native speakers, making the program a good opportunity to practice practical Japanese communication skills.  Many students who took
. part said they were “able to understand” the dementary school students; that the e ementary students were “cute and easy to have fun
. exchange with;€ B& program was “very helpful;” and that they would liketo have more activitieslikeit. Every year wetry to work with
: local educators and organizations to give the sudents of the Japanese Language and Culture Course the chance to vist an e ementary,

junior high, or high school, so they may experience Japanese culture and Japanese language in anatural setting. We hope to continue this

program in the future.
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Intensive Japanese Course
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Shimashi Elementary School Exchange

Members of the Intensive Japanese Language for Graduate Study, the Japanese Language and Culture program, and the Short Term
Exchange Program (URSEP) visited Shimashi Elementary School on January 17", 2007.  Thisis the second cultural exchange with the
at Shimashi Elementary School, with the first being with the 2™ graders, last year on June 28",

Participants were of truly international representation, with members from China (2), Germany, France, Tonga, Bangladesh, Thailand
(2), Myanmar, and New Caledonia, totaling 10 members from 8 different nations.

The program started from 2pm, and the members enjoyed an hour of exchange with Shimashi’s 3" graders.

Additionally, on December 6, 2006, members al so participated in a cultural exchange with a nearby Nursery School (K e senosanako no
i€). Participants had agreat time with the sudents folding origami and walking on Takeuma (walking gilts).
The exchange students who took part in these activities such a great dea that we are thinking of continuing such exchanges with
members of thelocal community.

Short-term Student Exchange Program

URSEP
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USREP Orientation Camp :
: The weekend of October 14" and 15" marked the annual URSEP orientation camp, a which the exchange students of the URSEP
: program and University of the Ryukyus student volunteers were given the opportunity to meet and get to know each other. Held at the ¢
Itoman Youth House, participants enjoyed communication games, sports, and made dinner together. The trip back to the university
included a visit to study the Sefua Utaki World Heritage Site. While it was only a brief trip, the 31 students who had just come to Japan
werenat only ableto meet Japanese students of the same age and experience, but al so had the opportunity to cultivate friendships.

Field trip for international students

¢ 2006 12 14 16 40

. From December 14" through the 16", 40 exchange students took part in a3 day/2 night field trip to Kyoto, where they visited Nijo Castle
and Arashiyama, and were al so able to experience the ddight of the beautiful fall colorsthere. In Nara, students visited Todaiji, and were
: asoableto play with the deer in Nara Park. Students were also experienced a trip to a Japanese Hot Spring, complete with traditional
clothing (Yukata) and a traditional Japanese banquet. Despite the fact that the participants were unable to see snow, for most of the
students, it wastheir firgt field trip in Japan and their first trip to Kyoto. Everyoneinvolved had a wonderful timel :

Japanese Speech Contest

February 8" and 9", 2007 marked the 18" Annual Exchange Student Japanese Speech Contest.  The 63 entrants, al exchange students
studying Japanese, spoke on a variety of topics, including Okinawan culture, their thought and impressions of Japanese society, and their
study abroad experience, among other things. Additionally, caligraphy, ink drawing, Kanji art, and reports of the exchange student’s

extracurricular activities were displayed in thelobby of the event. :
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Spring Semester; Japanese Language Programs

Japanese Language and Culture Program

The Japanese Language and Culture Program consists of general education courses which are offered by the University Education Center and specia

courses which are offered by the Faculty of Law and Letters.  All are credit-bearing courses.

Eligible Students:  Auditors, specia auditors, undergraduate students (except Japanese students)
Period April 16 (Mon.) ~August 10 (Fri.)

Courses: Beginning, intermediate, & advanced Japanese; Other subjects indude Japanese Culture A,& Japanese Culture B(Okinawan Culture)

Coordinators KINJO, Naomi  knao@ll.u-ryukyu.ac,jp SOEJMA, Kensaku  kensaku@lab.u-ryukyu.ac.jp
KINJO, Katsuya Lawé& L etters: kinkats@ll.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

Japanese for Undergraduate Students

The Faculty of Law and Letters offers Japanese courses for undergraduate students (Japanese culture & internationa affairs courses).  All are

credit-bearing courses.

Eligible Sudents:  Auditors, specia auditors, undergraduate students (except Japanese students)
Period April 16 (Mon.) ~August 10 (Fri.)
| | | | | |
Courses: Advanced Level (Japanese Literature |, Japanese Written Expression |, Japanese Language Seminar |, Japanese Culture |, Basic Seminar |,
Japanese Culture Special Research 1)
Coordinators KINJO, Naomi  knao@II.u-ryukyu.ac,jp SOEJMA, Kensaku  kensaku@lab.u-ryukyu.ac.jp
KINJO, Katsuya Law& Letters: kinkats@ll.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

Intensive Japanese Course (Preparatory Japanese program for graduate students)

This is a half-year intensive Japanese program designed mainly for Japanese government scholarship students, such as research students who will
conduct research in a graduate school after this program and teacher-training students. When there are fewer students than the capacdity,
privately-funded research and graduate students are alowed to participate in the program.  Classes offered in this program are for non-credit.

Eligible Students: Japanese Government Scholarship students (research students, teacher-training students); other research and graduate students

Period April 6 (Fri.) ~August 8 (Wed.)

Level Beginner
Class Schedule Monday through Friday, periods 1 ~ 4
Coordinator SAKAI, Ayaka ayaka@lab.u-ryukyu.acjp

International Sudent Affairs Section (ryryc@to.jim.u-ryukyu.ac.jp)

University of the Ryukyus Short-term Student Exchange Program (URSEP)

URSEP offers Japanese dasses for exchange students from overseas.  All are credit-bearing courses.



Eligible students Exchange studentsin URSEP
Period April 16 (Mon.) ~August 10 (Fri.)

Courses: Beginner |l Japanese, intermediate Japanese, other Japanese el ective subjects
Coordinator ISHIHARA, Yoshihito y-ishi@lab.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

Non-Credit Japanese Language Program for Graduate and Research Students

Thisprogramis designed for graduate and research students.  All dasses are for non-credit.

Eligible Students Graduate students and research students
Period April 16 (Mon.) ~August 10 (Fri.)
Leve Beginning Japanese to advanced Japanese
Coordinator ISHIHARA, Yoshihito y-ishi@lab.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

Special Class for Japanese Studies Students

This dassis designed for Japanese studies students and is non-credit.

Eligible Students Japanese studies students (Japanese Government Scholarship students)
Period April 16 (Mon.) ~August 10 (Fri.)
Level Advanced
Coordinators KINJO, Naomi  knao@l1.u-ryukyu.ac.jp SOEJMA, Kensaku  kensaku@lab.u-ryukyu.ac.jp
KINJO, Katsuya Law& Letters: kinkats@ll.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

Survival Japanese

These courses are intended mainly for family members of international students (adults only).  Classes are offered in the Internationa House.

Eligible Sudents:  Family members of internationa students at the University of the Ryukyus (adults only).

Period May 1 (Tue) ~August 7 (Tue) Totd: 15 lessons
Leve Absolute beginners
Coordinator SASAKI, Kayoko daisukes@lab.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

2007 Spring Semester Activities for International Students

4 April
Orientation for new students, Orientation for tutors, Annual medical examination
5 May Friendship party for internationd studentsin Okinawa
7 Jduly Field trip for international students
8 9 Beginning of August ~ End of September Summer Vacation
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