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International Student Center Newsletter october 2007

Messages from New Professors & Staff arriving at the International Student Center & Office

Associate Professor, Youko Azuma, International Student Center

Hi, everyone. My name is Yoko Azuma. | have just started to teach at University of the Ryukyus from this September. Before
coming to Okinawa from Canada, | taught Japanese language and culture at Carleton University in Ottawa. At the same time, | was a
proficiency tester of Japanese language for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Canada. My academic interests are bilingual education,
curriculum development, evauation, and teaching methodologies.  In particular, it is my goa to increase effectiveness of the Japanese
language teaching, so | am interested in receiving your feedback. | would welcome and appreciate your opinions and suggestions.

Like many of you, | am new to Okinawa and | look forward to discovering the beauty of these idands together.

Lecturer, Yoshino Yamamoto, International Student Center

2007 10 1

My name is Yoshino YAMAMOTO. | arrived a Ryukyu University on 1% of October. | started to teach Japanese in Cluj, the
Transylvania region in Romania famed for Dracula, moved to Riga in Latvia of the former Soviet Union, Lille in north France, and
arrived here after 7 yearsin Europe. | used to mgjor in linguistics but now am interested in education. | mainly study how we can nourish
learners’ autonomy. | am just new in Okinawa but already like a lot the culture, food and people here. | enjoy the office environment and

the satisfaction of working with a nice team. Thank you.



Director of International Student Affairs, Junichi Yuge

| would like to offer my greetingto you al. My nameis Junichi Yuge, and | arrived in my position as Director of International Student
Affairsthis April. Beforel came to Okinawathistime, | had been to Okinawa only onetime for a 3 daysand 2 nightstrip. Prior to my
current position, | worked at Oita University for 19 years, and the Oita Nationa College of Technology, and most recently, for 3 years at
Miyakonojo National College of Technology as Director of Student Affairs.

While | have had experience working with international students at my previous student affairs positions, at University of the Ryukyus,
the number of international students is so large, and the work so varied that | felt a little nervous. However, the wonderful ocean of
Okinawa, the teachers of the International Student Center, and the superior staff of the International Student Affairs section has given me
courage such that my work has become enjoyable.  For the International Students, | will give my best effort to overcome any challenges

| meet. Thank you very much.

Tomoko Kouno, International Student Affairs Section

With the arrival of July 1%, | moved from the International Planning Section to the International Student Section.  Until now, my work
was with the teaching staff and while working | have had very little opportunity to meet with the study abroad students. Thus, meeting
so0 many study abroad students every day is a refreshing experience.  As much as possible, | will try to match all the student’s names
with their faces; Please try to remember my name as well!  I’ll do whatever | can do to help you have good memories of your time at

University of the Ryukyus. | look forward to working with all of you.

EVENT

Activities for General Education
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Futenma Elementary School Visit

2007 7 18 11 (

On July 18, 2007, 11 members of the Japanese Language and Culture Course, Elementary level class (from the USA, Canada, China,
Taiwan, Korea, and Thailand), along with 5 members of the Intensive Japanese Course for Researchers visited Futenma Elementary
Scholl in Okinawa City.  Participants prepared introductions of their home countries and presented them to the members of the school’s
four 5" grade classes.  The balance of the time spent exchanging with the students of Futenma Elementary school was spent answering
questions, playing games, and touring the school.  This exchange activity was very meaningful as it not only gave the participants the
opportunity to improve their Japanese skill, but also contributed to the Futenma Elementary’s international education and the

internationalization of the local area.

Study Abroad Student Japanese Language/Culture Research Presentation

2007 8 17

On August 17, 2007, Members of the Japanese Language and Culture Program, as well as those members of the URSEP program who
focused on Japanese language and culture made their final presentations. The event was attended by many from both within and from
outside the university. The question and answer period regarding the contents of the student’s research sparked lively debate, during
which many constructive and beneficial comments led to a greater development of the student’s research.  One person attending the
event gave their impression: “With this much wonderful research, we should appeal even more internationally.” With such comments

being made, the event finished as a great success.

Students Present the Japanese Play Tale of the Bamboo Cutter

19 7 31

On July 31, 2007, members of the Japanese Language and Culture Course grade |11

(class #1) gave a performance of the Japanese play Tale of the Bamboo Cutter asa
summary of their studies. The script was prepared by the students themselves, as well as the costumes and the stage props, which the
students built by hand.  The audience was delighted by the songs, the acting, and the stage plan created by the students.
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International Student Festival
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Saturday, July 7" marked the opening of the 8" Annual International Student Festival.  This festival is remarkable in that both Japanese
and International students work together to prepare and produce the event. On the day of the festival, not only faculty and staff of the
university were in attendance, but also members of the local community, making the number of participants much greater than last year.
This year featured food from Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia, and Taiwan, with each food stall having many customers waiting eagerly in
long lines. The International Center’s classrooms featured displays of goods and introductions from Papua New Guinea, Central and
South America, China and Thailand, as well as calligraphy and other works created in the Japanese classes of the international students.
Student groups a so performed: Samoan and Tahitian as well as Thai traditional dance, in addition to Street Dancing, Magic and Juggling

emotion of thisyear’s event.

Chinese University of Hong Kong Summer Program

From July 1% through 14™ the International Center welcomed 8 members of the Chinese University of Hong Kong to a short term
Japanese language study program. In addition to Japanese classes, the program members visited Shuri Castle and Kokusai Dori, had an
exchange with an elementary school, practiced Sanshin and Paarankuu (Okinawan handheld drums). Although the approach of a typhoon

performed by Japanese students groups, with an International Student group Sanshin performance all contributed to the strength and
caused the cancellation of the last day of classes, the members were able to return home on the scheduled day of July 14™.
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Fall Semester; Japanese Language Programs

Japanese Language and Culture Program

The Japanese Language and Culture Program consists of general education courses which are offered by the University Education Center and specia

courses which are offered by the Faculty of Law and Letters.  All are credit-bearing courses.

Eligible Students:  Auditors, specia auditors, undergraduate students (except Japanese students)
Period October 11 (Thu.) ~ February 18 (Mon.)

Courses: Beginning, intermediate, & advanced Japanese; Other subjects include Japanese Culture A, & Japanese Culture B (Okinawan Culture)

Coordinators KINJO, Naomi  knao@ll.u-ryukyu.ac.jp SOEJMA, Kensaku  kensaku@l ab.u-ryukyu.ac.jp
KINJO, Katsuya Law& L etters: kinkats@ll.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

Japanese for Undergraduate Students

The Faculty of Law and Letters offers Japanese courses for undergraduate students (Japanese culture & international affairs courses). All are

credit-bearing courses.

Eligible Students:  Auditors, specia auditors, undergraduate students (except Japanese students)

Period October 11 (Thu.) ~ February 18 (Mon.)
1 1 1 1 1 1
Courses. Advanced Level (Japanese Literature |, Japanese Written Expression |, Japanese Language Seminar |, Japanese Culture |, Basic Seminar |,

Japanese Culture Special Research 1)
Coordinators KINJO, Naomi  knao@ll.u-ryukyu.ac.jp SOEJMA, Kensaku  kensaku@l ab.u-ryukyu.ac.jp
KINJO, Katsuya Law& L etters: kinkats@ll.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

Intensive Japanese Course (Preparatory Japanese program for graduate students)

This is a hdf-year intensive Japanese program designed mainly for Japanese government scholarship students, such as research students who will
conduct research in a graduate school after this program and teacher-training students. When there are fewer students than the capacity,

privately-funded research and graduate students are allowed to participate in the program.  Classes offered in this program are for non-credit.

Eligible Students: Japanese Government Scholarship students (research students, teacher-training students); other research and graduate students

Period October 9 (Tue.) ~ February 20 (Wed.)
Level Beginner
Class Schedule Monday through Friday, periods 1 ~ 4
Coordinator SAKAI, Ayaka ayaka@lab.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

International Student Affairs Section (ryryc@to.jim.u-ryukyu.ac.jp)
Japanese for the Graduate School of Engineering and Sciences

This class is designed for graduate students enrolled in the Science and Engineering Special Course. This course is offered every fall term.

Eligible Students: Graduate students enrolled in the Science and Engineering Special Course

Period October 11 (Thu.) ~ February 18 (Mon.)



Leve Beginner
Coordinator SASAKI, Kayoko daisukes@lab.u-ryukyu.ac.jp
University of the Ryukyus Short-term Student Exchange Program (URSEP)

URSEP offers Japanese classes for exchange students from overseas.  All are credit-bearing courses.

Eligible students Exchange studentsin URSEP
Period October 11 (Thu.) ~ February 18 (Mon.)

Courses: Beginner |1 Japanese, intermediate Japanese, other Japanese elective subjects
Coordinator ISHIHARA, Yoshihito y-ishi@lab.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

Non-Credit Japanese Language Program for Graduate and Research Students

This program is designed for graduate and research students.  All classes are for non-credit.

Eligible Students Graduate students and research students
Period October 11 (Thu.) ~ February 18 (Mon.)
Level Beginning Japanese to advanced Japanese
Coordinator ISHIHARA, Yoshihito y-ishi@lab.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

Special Class for Japanese Studies Students

Thisclassisdesigned for Japanese studies students and is non-credit.

Eligible Students Japanese studies students (Japanese Government Scholarship students)
Period October 11 (Thu.) ~ February 18 (Mon.)
Level Advanced
Coordinators KINJO, Naomi  knao@ll.u-ryukyu.ac.jp SOEJMA, Kensaku  kensaku@l ab.u-ryukyu.ac.jp
KINJO, Katsuya Law& L etters: kinkats@ll.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

Survival Japanese

These courses are intended mainly for family members of international students (adultsonly). Classes are offered in the International House.

Eligible Students:  Family members of international students at the University of the Ryukyus (adults only).

Period October 30 (Tue)) ~ February 19 (Tue) Tota: 13 lessons
Level Absolute beginners
Coordinator SASAKI, Kayoko daisukes@lab.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

2007 Fall Semester Activities for International Students

10 October
Orientation for new students, Orientation for tutors, Annual medical examination
1 November Friendship party for internationa studentsin Okinawa ‘b‘ O &
12 December Field trip for international students LR l': '
February Japanese Speech Contest €07z
12 Late December ~ Beginning of January Winter Vacation
Late February ~ End of March Spring Vacation
903-0213 098-895-8139
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