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Introduction

The Center for Student Exchange was incorporated into the Global Education Support System and reorganized into the
International Student Unit, Global Education Center. Although this newsletter is the first issue after the name change, the issue

numbers from the old International Student Center newsletter will continue. Thus, this is issue 16.
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Introduction of the Global Education Section Staff
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Along with the organizational change, the office name was changed to the “Global Education Section,” and its location was

moved to the first floor of general education Building 1.
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International Student Section

In this office, we handle a variety of services for international students, including inquiries about residence status, outside
activities (part-time job), type of student status verification, applications for Japanese classes for grad students and researchers,
applications for events, and inquiries about entrance to school.

Miﬁ BFEA M Ayako Oshiro
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She is in charge of the acceptance of government-financed international students and

procedures for returning home.
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She is in charge of scholarships for privately financed international students.
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She is in charge of comprehensive housing insurance and applications for the student
dormitory and International House.

9@5& ﬁﬁ%ﬁ‘éh Mr. Shori Oshiro
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He is in charge of job placement guidance.




Studying Abroad Interchange Section

In this section, we process applications for studying abroad, assist in applying for exchange programs, and handle

documentation of overall studying abroad experiences.
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Program for Japanese students.
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He is in charge of the short-term study abroad programs (URSEP and STRP).
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Global Education Section

' & ¥FEA Ms Takako Koga
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Global Education Section.
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~ She is in charge of consultation about study abroad and short-term International Exchange
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She is in charge of tutoring. If you have any questions about tutoring, feel free to come to the
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An International Student’s Life in Okinawa

Lau Yee Wah (A5 %)
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Lau Yee Wah (Netherlands)
Marine Sciences, Graduate School of Engineering and Science

I’m currently a first-year PhD student majoring in Marine Sciences at the
Graduate School of Engineering and Science, and | was born and raised in the Netherlands. | specialize in the research of
octocorals, and | also love experiencing foreign culture. Being in Okinawa has allowed me to engage in my first love — marine
biological research, while giving me the opportunity to master a new language and learn about the prefecture’s unique culture.

Not a lot is known about octocorals, and | am particularly interested in the phylogeny of comatulids, or feather star corals,
which is an invaluable feature of coral reefs in Okinawa. | hope that my research will become the first of its kind in
documenting these corals and spark the discovery of new kinds of comatulids in future.

While | am not busy with my research, | enjoy indulging in my favorite pastime, which is grocery shopping. | do not
understand much Japanese, and each time | visit the local supermarket I am always enticed by the aisles of colorful
merchandise whose labels make little sense to me. Shopping is made all the more exciting because of this, because | never quite
know what | am actually buying.

Once, | purchased what | thought was beef jerky, only to return home and be completely taken aback by its taste, which was
not what | had expected at all. | am a fan of dried meat and had been attracted by the product’s lively cartoon illustration of a
pig, but until now, I still do not know exactly what it was that | bought.

It’s been almost seven months since I started living here, and I truly relish the little adventures that T have in my daily life. |
look forward to the day when | learn enough Japanese so that | can read and understand all the product labels at the
supermarket. Until then, 1 will enjoy being surprised every time | unwrap my new purchases from the store.
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Chen Xinyu
Faculty of Tourism Sciences and Industrial Management  third-year

Study Abroad Life in Okinawa

I am a third-year student at the University of the Ryukyus in the faculty of Tourism Sciences and Industrial Management,
and | am studying bookkeeping and accounting. | have been living in Okinawa for three years.

Before | came to Okinawa, I lived in Tokyo. At first, | thought that transportation in Okinawa was inconvenient, but when |
became used to life here, | came to love this life. Even though Okinawa has difficulties because of its special geographic
circumstances and the inconvenience of public transportation, because of the higher usage rate of cars, Okinawan life is very
easy, and also, the Okinawan people who surround me are thoughtful. Both classmates and co-workers at my part-time job are
kind, and they often invite me for a drive.

There are a lot of events in Okinawa that can make life fulfilling. There are very interesting things to do, like fireworks
events, the Naha Tug-of-War Festival, Bannin daiko, etc.

When | came to Okinawa, besides their kindness, | felt the Okinawan people’s feeling for promoting peace. Every year, a
lot of people from other prefectures or foreign countries come to Okinawa for peaceful prayer.

I like Okinawa’s optimistic character and because its influence made my life active and bright, so T would like to continue

my Okinawan life in the future.
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Job-Hunting Support for International Students
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Hello to international students. | am Shori Ooshiro, in charge of support for finding employment for international student at
the University of the Ryukyus. Presently, the number of companies that want to employ foreign students in Japan, including
Okinawa, is increasing, as is the number of former foreign students who have found a job in a Japanese company and are
currently employed.

I would like to introduce the support services for finding employment for foreign students at the University of the Ryukyus.

Every year, both during summer and spring vacation, we carry out internships in a group of companies and organizations in
Okinawa Prefecture. Through the internships, students can learn about Japanese corporate culture and climate and how to
conduct business and be able to project a proper image when working in a Japanese company. As the number of participating
companies increases year by year, students are able to receive practical training in a variety of industries, like the sightseeing
industry, the circulation retail industry, the IT industry, and the financial industry.

Develop an understanding of industries and job descriptions that you are interested in, and you can reduce uneasiness about
how to act in a Japanese company.

Besides internships, we provide various support services, like job hunting guidance, business Japanese seminars, and
individual career counseling. Learn about the manner and schedule of job hunting in Japan and work visas, and you can start
job hunting.

Because you can see event information on the Foreign Student Unit homepage and on digital signage on campus, please check
them diligently. Feel free to visit the International Education Section if you have any questions, even if it is just a small thing.
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Reference: University of the Ryukyus, Global Education Center, International Student Unit  Person in charge: Mr. Ooshiro
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Hello. I am Yurie Jiroku, career counselor, and | conduct career support at the University of the Ryukyus. Do you understand
how to hunt for a job correctly in Japan? Japanese job-hunting is unique. There are a lot of documents to submit, and you may
also be required to interview many times. It is very hard for international students to hunt for jobs alone. At the University of
the Ryukyus, individual career counseling is provided for foreign students who are looking for a job in Japan. If you are
interested in this service, please feel free to use it.

In individual career counseling, the amount of time it takes depends on each person’s personal requirements, like explanation
of how to conduct a self-analysis and a company study, instruction in making an entry sheet (basically, a letter of interest) and
resume, simulated interviews, and visa application support after getting a tentative job offer. We also offer services like
providing job offer information in individual and internship opportunities. Feel free to contact us for more information or to
schedule an appointment.

Since reservations are required for individual career counseling, international students who want to make a reservation may do
so with the Global Education Section. | am looking forward to meeting you.
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Exchange Meeting with Local School
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At the Ryukyu University Primary School Attached to the University of the Ryukyus — Cultural
Exchange Meeting with School Children

Date: Thursday, July 6, 2017, 9:00 a.m. ~ 11:35 a.m.

Place: Ryukyu University Primary School attached to the University of the Ryukyus

School’s name, grade, number of participants:

Ryukyu University Primary School, 6th grade, 105 school children

Number of international students and their countries:

Japanese A class: 9 international students from Korea, Thailand, Vietham, Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, and the United
States of America

Japanese B1 class: 9 international students from Thailand, Argentina, Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, the United States of
America, Canada, China, and Mexico

Details: Introduction of the international students’ country’s culture in Japanese or English; campus tour

On July 6, 2017, at Ryukyu University Primary School, an exchange meeting between Japanese A and Japanese B1 general
education international students, 18 students from 10 countries, and Ryukyu University Primary School children was held.
The foreign students were divided among three classrooms and introduced their culture by showing pictures in English and by
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. using the Japanese they had learned. The children listened attentively and asked questions with the English that they had
learned. As part of the exchange meeting, the foreign students had a campus tour and had a valuable experience getting to
know the life of elementary school children in Japan. They spent a significant time learning about a different culture using
foreign languages with each other.
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At Agena Junior High School Cultural Exchange Meeting with Students

Date: Tuesday, August 1, 2017 9:00 a.m. ~ 11:30 a.m.

Place: Agena Junior High School

School’s name, grade, number of participants: Agena Junior High School, 7~9th grade, 72 students

0 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Countries and numbers of international students: 9 international students from Korea, Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, Papua New
Guinea, and the United States of America

Details: Introduction of the international students’ country’s culture in Japanese or English by the international students
Introduction of Okinawa by the junior high school students

0 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

On August 1, 2017, at Agena Junior High School, an exchange meeting between international students (9 students from 6
countries) and Agena Junior High School students was held. At this meeting, which was held as part of the school’s
leadership-training program, everyone presented what they had prepared for this day. The Junior high school students
presented about food, nature, customs, school life in Okinawa, and Agena. After that, the international students by country
group presented their own culture, language, and recreation using photographs and objects. Everyone had a good time
together.
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Cultural Exchange Meeting with Ryukyu University Junior High School Attached to the University of the Ryukyus
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2017, 15:10 - 16:00

Place: Classroom in the Ryukyu University Junior High School attached to the University of the Ryukyus

School’s name, grade, number of participants:

Ryukyu University Junior High School, 1st grade, 160 students (40 students x 4 classes)

Number of international students and their countries:

Oral expression C1 class (Mr. Majima’s) and oral expression C2 class (Ms. Motoyama’s): 28 international students from

Argentina, China, Colombia, France, Israel, Korea, Republic of the Philippines, Serbia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Taiwan,

Thailand, United States of America

During the first 20 minutes, the junior high school students gave presentations about Okinawa in groups, and in the last 20
minutes, the international students joined with junior high school groups and introduced their own country’s language,
sightseeing spots, and food. By moving to another group after ten minutes, the international students had a chance to meet two

groups of students.

The international students were able to talk with junior high school students, with whom they do not usually talk. On the

other hand, the junior high school students had a chance to hear directly from various countries’ international students, so even

though time was limited, it became a productive exchange meeting for both groups.
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List of 2017 School Year Events

Thursday, April 7: Orientation to Okinawan life for newcomer international students

Saturday, July 8 and Sunday, July 9: Tokashiki Camp
Saturday, July 15: Open campus

Tuesday, August 18 and Wednesday, September 2: Completion Ceremony for Short-Term Regular Exchange Program
Thursday, August 3 through Friday, September 15: Internship Program for International Students

Monday, August 31 through Thursday, September 17: Continuing Professional Education for Children of Emigrants
Friday, September 8 through Monday, September 11: Kumejima Homestay Program

Friday, September 29: Orientation to Okinawan life for newcomer international students

Saturday, December 9: Global Festival
Thursday, January 11 through Saturday, January 13: Foreign Student Field Trip

Friday, Februaryl7: Completion Ceremony for Short-Term Regular Exchange Program and Japanese Study Training

Program
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[ BEBBS® Tokashiki Camp ]

2
by
>
=
J
NI
=
r
S
i
m
ot

= A &£ & =t
M : 2017 7H8H () ~9 (82)
£ L_J: 1(U_a}a:’éf\;btb\l,&')m&1_';}_b)‘l¢5 (A ’t ﬁ\=|=L = /v‘& &=L
&P bR E xﬁ@%(;ﬁﬁ%u%ﬁﬂw)
;E/\:/J\Lﬁ L)m?&;(t‘b\ 1< li/vli&'/ftét‘l.\ l:/\/?‘:’) me(t% H AN A
e FEHEEABARAN ) &BEHEDER
T:_/v’é:_’).i&\/vi)w’)ﬁé - - — L)m?&;(t‘b\ & L
SHXBMEFTSISLEBEREE 314
(é/vlﬂUlrt?iJZ(t‘L\ /Jl{; < ES3Y L sE & L
-} 24 (#H &) 2
I:li&t/\lg_“ét‘b\ WAZE2(F L & & L

ANFEHE (B =8)) 3
L.t‘<l.=l/v & L
BEe 4

MD2ESHNES
%@m&

BELGD L&S L&A

SEOBNY - XIEnE W Lt hoTnA YL TR OBEOERKE LT,

MLEASLY (FAL

Fﬁ@ﬁi%%@#w7ﬁ8wwﬁk%fﬁ EHE£TVELE. 1BER &
yaz@& mﬁﬁmamu<t FoekikzELEYEDEHELL

L3FALDSL

ﬁ%ﬁ%l%éﬁ%ﬁﬁ%uéﬁu
EREEIC L34y T
YLT, &wgﬁﬁiﬁwztx
Mgé DiLLOZEE®¢m@ &iﬁ%mryl/ —ryLY, nv v EnKLiE
LEE—FBALEL:. FR1E EHERIMEIIL FEI~ABHL. ARCOXEE MR R, ]

DERIHBEEZE LE LI, 95, Tz —CHEAE AL, HbcBRLEL-,

211, tb\

Dates: Saturday, July 8, 2017 ~ Sunday, July 9, 2017

Place: National Okinawa Youth Exchange Center (2760 Tokashiki Tokashiki-son)

Participants: 31 STRP international students

2 international students funded by Okinawa Prefecture (auditors for credit)
3 Japanese students (assistant conductors)

4 staff

Activity contents:

Students traveled to Tokashiki camp from July 8 through 9 to learn the history of Okinawa both by experiencing the natural
beauty of the sea, especially of coral reefs, which have become the symbol of sightseeing and culture of Okinawa, and by

touring an old Okinawa battlefield.

On the first day, after an orientation by the marine training institute staff, participants swam at Tokashiku Beach and took a
stroll around the center, and at night, they had an exchange meeting there. On the second day, after receiving safety instruction
about snorkeling and kayaking at the marine training institute, they again swam at Tokashiku Beach. In the afternoon, they
moved to the group suicide memorial, Furunochibi, and after reading explanatory information available in various languages
at the monument, they walked to the group suicide site, located at the end of the forest road. In the evening, they arrived back

at Naha Tomari Port and parted there.
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Open campus was held at the University of the Ryukyus on Saturday, July 15, 2017. On the second floor of the Co-Op,
there was an Global Education Center and International Education Unit booth, and the short-term student exchange system
was explained to high school students who visited it. The entrance examination and student life after entering the university
were explained to international students and teachers from other Japanese language schools. In addition, Japanese education
minor faculty demonstrated one of their classes, which is a joint class of Japanese students and international students.
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[ Rﬁl&%‘k LRTFA4FA%45 5L Kumejima Homestay Program ]
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The Foreign Student Unit has provided a program for international students to participate in homestays in Kumejima during
summer vacation since 2009, and from 2014, foreign students from Okinawa International University have also joined this
program.

From Friday, September 8, through Monday, September 11, four international students, two from University of the Ryukyus
and two from Okinawa International University, stayed with local families on Kumejima. After getting to know students from
Kumejima High School, the international students had a homestay experience with a local family. On Sunday, they
participated in a sports meeting at the local elementary school and experienced school events.
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The International Students’ Festival, which was held in July for seventeen years until last year, had its name changed to the

Global Festival and was held in December. This year the festival was held on Saturday, December 9, as an event that was held
in cooperation with international students and Japanese students. It was held at the Global Education Center (GEC). This was
the first time for it to be held in December, and notification of the change was insufficient. However, about 200 people came,
and the bentos provided in collaboration with a restaurant were sold out. A Chinese restaurant supplied sesame dumplings and
boiled gyoza, and those sold out, too. Stage events were held on the terrace in front of the GEC, bentos were sold in the first
floor lobby, there were exhibitions, a café, and experiential learning events in classrooms. Details are as follows.

Stage events: Nigerian songs, musical instrument performance and singing by the students from Taiwan, dance of
Afghanistan, song and dance of Africa, dance of Laos, musical performance of ethnic musical instruments by Japanese
students, and Ryukyu traditional entertainment by the members of the Ryukyu traditional entertainment study club.

Shops and exhibitions:

Music café, sampling of coffee and herb tea, selling of Nigerian T-shirts, exhibition and selling of Chinese souvenirs,
demonstration of Myanmar clothes and make-up, experience of making small Thai handcrafts, exhibition of Asian and African
countries’ clothes, experience of Chinese tea ceremony, experience of making gyoza, Archery games and the opportunity to
wear an archery vest by the Japanese archery club, a Northern Europe photograph display, introduction of countries through
poster presentations and video showings, and an International students’ life photograph display

Bentos sold: An Argentine dish, Chinese dish, Turkish dish, and Halal dish
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[SEABEERRZHRIT Foreign Student Field Trip ]
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From Thursday, January 11, to Saturday, January 13, 34 international students (undergraduate, graduate, short-term
exchange, Japanese, and Japanese culture research students), led by one instructor and two staff, went to Nara, Kyoto, and
Osaka. They visited Todai-ji Temple, Kinkaku-ji Temple, Kiyomizu-dera Temple, Nijo-jo Castle, and Osaka-jo Castle. In
addition, they took a walk through a brocade market, Arashiyama in Kyoto, and Nanba in Osaka, and they also did some
shopping. On the second day, they stayed at a Japanese style inn, enjoyed the hot spring, experienced a Japanese style banquet
dressed in yukata, participated enthusiastically in karaoke, and finished the banquet with kachashi and sanbon-jime
hand-clapping.

It was cold during the trip because of a cold wave, but the weather was fine day after day. Some foreign students who
expected snow might have been disappointed, but they thoroughly enjoyed the plentiful Japanese history and culture in those
three days.
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Interviews for Japanese students who are being dispatched overseas in exchange agreements
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The International Student Unit does an interview for Japanese students who are being dispatched overseas
agreements. The interviews were held three times in the past year.

Thursday, May 25, 2017 preliminary dispatch registration
Friday, October 6, 2017 additional dispatch registration
Tuesday, December 26 and Wednesday, December 27 2018 initial dispatch registration
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Japanese and Japanese Culture Classes
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http://isu.u-ryukyu.ac.jp/

\:

From the beginning of the 2017~2018 school year. the curricula of the Japanese and Japanese Culture programs were
revised entirely. The Japanese and Japanese culture classes were previously offered through both general education and the old
International Center, but they were unified under general education, so it became possible for all international students at the
University of the Ryukyus to register for these classes. Before then, grad students, research students, and Short-Term
Registration Program students could not resister. In addition, throughout the whole year, classes were open for the elementary
through advanced levels, class A to C2, so students could take the class suited to their needs.

It is necessary for students taking Japanese classes for the first time to take the J-CAT level check test before registering for
classes. (Please refer to the International Education Section for details.)

In addition to Japanese classes, the cultural subjects Japanese culture, Okinawa culture, Japanese history, Okinawan history,
and Japanese literature are provided for international students, as well as business Japanese classes for students who are
aiming at finding employment in a Japanese or Japan-affiliated company. Additionally, for students whose Japanese has not
reached the intermediate level, classes in Japanese culture, Okinawan culture, Japanese history, Okinawan history, and
business manners are offered in English.

For specific details, look at the following International Student Unit homepage.

http://isu.u-ryukyu.ac.jp/
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Japanese-Language Education Class as Minor for International students
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ZIE  <najimay@Iab.u-ryukyu.ac.jp>
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The International Student Unit offers the education-related specialization of Japanese education as a minor. Around 30
students take lectures for “the Japanese pedagogy general statement” which is the first required course for education
department students. Also offered is “Japanese student-teaching, ” which is the last required course. Around 15 students have
taken this specialization and received a minor on their diploma. Several of them found jobs in domestic or foreign educational
institutions. A minor seminar for students who want to write a thesis or report related to Japanese education started from this
year. As these classes are available for international students, if you are interested in participating, feel free to contact us. The
offer subject as follows.

NAJIMA Yoshinao najimay@Iab.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

Required courses

Japanese Pedagogy General Statement I, |l

Japanese Teaching Materials Study I, |l

Japanese Teaching Methods I, 1l

Japanese Student Teaching
Required courses (with options)

Japanese education detailed exposition (joint subject of an international student and the Japanese student) 1. 1l
Elective courses

Japanese education practice I, 1l. 1. 1V

90 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

18



oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Y AL

0. BHAERLUTORERED-HOTITM=DNT
Published Materials for International Students and their Advisors

eececccccccccccccccce

RS 4 — —Tid, B B éhwzgm#¢ e HIRMERELTOET, Chold. FER
SR ARE L LA EA YT TF—2 3 o TlALTOETA, BoTUVELAIR. HaksE 1281

-1 SlEnELSLC

EREEE Yk T (EEEE A —HPALEY L O—RETEET),

The Global Education Center publishes materials that support international student life. These materials are distributed at
the newcomer international students’ life orientation. If you do not have them, come to the International Education Section on
the first floor of general education Building 1. They are also available to download from the Global Education Center
Homepage.

http://isu.u-ryukyu.ac.jp/about/publications/

CAYpS3h 2017
F&*EA’)‘” ’“’fijJ 4 K7 w% 2017] The International Student Guide Book 2017 et o mstens st

http://isu.u-ryukyu.ac.jp/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Guidebook2017.pdf
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The Disaster Prevention Manual for International Students (Japanese edition, English edition,

Chinese in simplified characters edition, Chinese in original character edition, Korean edition)
http://isu.u-ryukyu.ac.jp/about/publications/
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The Disaster Card (Japanese edition, English edition, Chinese in simplified characters edition,

Chinese in original character edition, Korean edition)
http://isu.u-ryukyu.ac.jp/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/DisasterCard-jp.pdf  (HA&ZERR)
http://isu.u-ryukyu.ac.jp/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/DisasterCard-en.pdf  (English)
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Besides the above, a guidebook for advisors who have accepted international students has been issued. It is also available
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at the International Education Section in the first floor of general education Building 1.
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Informatlon Book for Advisors Who Have Accepted International Students
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Japanese Classes for Graduate Students and Research Students

The Global Education Center provides Japanese classes for graduate students and research students in addition to Japanese
language and Japanese culture classes in general education. At the beginning of each semester, an orientation is held; if you
are planning to take the classes, you are required to attend it. The orientation date and location will be announced on an
electronic bulletin board.
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Life Orientation for Newcomer International Students

At the beginning of each semester, the International Affairs Section and the Global Education Center provide a life
orientation for students who have come to Okinawa for the first time. In the orientation, the following explanations are given.
s0 be sure to participate in it.

1. Information related to study abroad life in Okinawa (by the Globl Education Center)

2. Health check at the university (by the Global Education Center)

3.  How to use the University Library (by the University Library)

4. Points to pay attention to when using the Internet and personal computer equipment on campus (by
the Computing and Networking Center)

5. Dealing with disasters (by the Global Education Center)

International students who miss the orientation because of a delay in coming to Okinawa or another reason should come to
the by the Global Education Center to pick up the items for distribution.
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